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Alpha Training To Be Held at St. Francis Parish
Beginning in August
Have you seen these question marks scattered
at churches around
greater Columbus? What
is this “Alpha” all about?
With the encouragement
and support of Father
Fritz, we are going to find
out soon. We are going to
pilot this program at St.
Francis this fall. So what
is Alpha all about?
Alpha is a unique program of video lessons and
informal discussions, designed to encourage
the pondering on the purpose of life and the
existence of God. It will nurture personal faith
growth and development of a new and/or
stronger relationship with Jesus, as it provides
information and reflection on Christianity. The

small discussion groups also develop
relationships within our St. Francis of Assisi
parish community
Who is Alpha for?
For those seeking direction/purpose in
life
For those seeking a relationship with
Jesus
For those seeking a deeper faith life
For those seeking a way to encourage
others on their faith journey
For YOU!
This program will begin on August 28 with a
“Come and See” video. At that time, parish
members will be asked to make a
commitment to nine video sessions held on
Continued on Page 4

Meet Jeanna Diederich—St Francis’ Office
Manager
Since settling in as St. Francis’ new office manager
a few months
ago, Jeanna
Diederich
has enjoyed
returning to
an office
environment.
She has
previous
office
experience
having served as an administrative assistant at a
private school. At St. Francis Jeanna not only is

using existing skills but also has a chance to
develop new proficiencies.
Prior to coming to St. Francis Jeanna served as
a cake decorator with Giant Eagle. She learned
the skills needed for that job through an onthe-job apprenticeship program provided by
the grocery store chain.
Since she worked at the busiest Giant Eagle in
Columbus—the one on Stygler Road—Jeanna
frequently had to work weekends, which
hindered her from regularly attending church
Continued on Page 4
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We Want You!: Using the Parish’s Updated
Ministry Software
St. Francis’ Stewardship Council has been
working to update, develop, and
disseminate the parish’s liturgical ministry
scheduling software (Ministry Scheduler
Pro). For the past several years, this system
has been used to schedule liturgical
ministers, such as lectors, servers,
Eucharistic ministers, crucifers, and
greeters, but a small upgrade to the
system—approved by and funded by the
pastor and Finance Council—allows for a
greater degree of flexibility within the
software. To foster its primary goal of
supporting parishioners’ talents and time
in the service of God and the parish,
Stewardship Council decided to begin using
this system as a scheduling mechanism for
all parish groups, committees, councils, and
ad hoc gatherings. (You can find a full list of
parish groups and organizations on the
parish website.: http://sfacolumbus.org/)

One of Stewardship’s primary motivations in
taking-on this project is to make the vibrant

and active groups at our parish more visible
and to make the process of signing-up for
and being contacted by those groups more
efficient and reliable.
The project is spearheaded by Stewardship
Council member, Sandy Glasner. You will
likely have seen Sandy and fellow Stewardship
Council member, Pat Cassidy, at recent
Hospitality Sunday gatherings with a laptop,
helping explain the software and ensuring that
parishioners are enrolled properly in the
system. A link to the software system is on our
parish website. If you click on the “Ministries”
tab, you will see further options. Click on the
“Ministry Schedule Login” option, and you’ll
be directed to the site.

May Crowning
On May 1 a special
May Crowning
ceremony was
held at St. Francis
following Masses.
Here Summer,
daughter of Dr.
Rolando Martinez,
is shown
crowning Mary in
the ceremony
following the 11
o’clock Mass.

Continued on Page 6
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Religious Sisters of the Children of Mary Visit
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
On the afternoon of
April 3 two members
of the Religious Sisters
of the Children of
Mary in Newark, Ohio
—Mother Margaret
Mary and Sister
Andréa Maria—visited
St. Francis of Assisi for
a Healing Holy Hour
with Eucharistic
Adoration and the
Praying of the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy. A
reception followed in
the church hall.
Mother Mary Margaret, Andy Randall, and Father Fritz at reception
following the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

Congratulations to our First Communicants
On April 17 eight children made their First Communion at St. Francis of Assisi Parish: Charlotte
Engelhardt, Madison Hanosek, Shane Kinney, Charlotte Maite, Abram Roberts, Jason Ruark, Robert
Ruark, Kyle Zigler. Congratulations to them all!

Page 4
Jeanna Continued from Page 1

on Sundays. From Jeanna’s perspective, an
important fringe benefit of the St. Francis
position is the ability to reconnect with the
Catholic Church. Jeanna has become a
member of St. Francis and in so doing has
joined her parents—Joyce and Frank
Schneider and her sister Terra Schultz as
members of our parish.
Jeanna keeps a busy schedule outside of
work caring for her family, which includes
two teenagers. She enjoys cooking, playing
cards and travel. Her special goal, though, is
to run a marathon. Jeanna ran track in high
school and always enjoyed it. This past year
she ran in her first 5K since high school and
was in training to extend her distances
when she needed to undergo foot surgery.
Once she is healed she plans to resume her
training.
Jeanna expressed her thanks for the
welcome she has received at St. Francis. So
if you have not introduced yourself to
Jeanna, take time to do so when you see her
at Mass.
Alpha Continued From Page 1

Sunday evenings, a Saturday retreat, and a
Sunday celebration luncheon. The sessions
will begin on September 11, the retreat on
October 23 and the luncheon will be held
on November 20, with the exception of
October 9, the date of our parish picnic.
All the sessions will be held at St. Francis of
Assisi parish hall. Dinner will be provided
for the group prior to the evening session
and, if necessary, childcare will be
provided.
Now’s the time to start thinking and
praying about participating in this
opportunity! If you have further questions,
please contact:
dianekeenan@sbcglobal.net or
joycemckownschneider@gmail.com
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Caring for Our Common
Home—Tips for Summer
St. Francis of Assisi celebrated
a Creation Mass on April 24.
Father Fritz reminded us of the
responsibility that each of us
has to be good stewards of our
common home—Earth.
Below are some Green Picnic Tips from Earth
Share.org:
Pack plenty of local, in-season fruits and
vegetables and organic meat for you and your
guests. Remember, fresh fruit “wraps” itself – no
additional packaging needed! Check
out American Farmland Trust’s list of the
top 5 farmers markets in your state for some
local favorites.
• Consider re-purposing your canvas
grocery tote as a picnic bag or try searching
your closets for backpacks or holiday baskets to
tote your food and picnic supplies.
• Try to choose a picnic destination that’s
easy to get to by biking, walking or using
public transportation. Check out Rails-toTrails Conservancy’s Trail Link database to
discover new hiking, biking and equestrian
adventures that await you and your picnic
basket.
• Skip the individually packaged drinks
and opt for coolers (or kegs) filled with your
favorite party beverages. For food storage and
leftovers, pack reusable tins and canisters.
• Choose washable, reusable cloth napkins
and tablecloths. Check your closets again for
old bandanas and bedsheets that you don’t mind
getting dirty.
• If reusable isn’t an option for cups, plates
and utensils, choose biodegradable items or
look for products made from recycled materials.
Planning to grill? Look for recycled aluminum
foil.

The St. Francis of Assisi Creation Care
Team will meet in the church hall between
Masses on June 26. Join us to plan future
creation care activities for our parish!
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Five Complete RCIA Process at St. Francis of Assisi
Ayo Adesanya, Debora Arnold, Rebekah Betts, Dustin Hall, and Armando Prince, completed their
RCIA journey at St. Francis of Assisi Parish during the Easter Vigil on March 26th. We welcome
each of them into our church family!

Debora Arnold

Ayo Adesanya

Rebekah Betts

Armando Prince

Dustin Hall

Page 6

St. Francis of Assisi News

Ministry Software Continued from Page 2

There are two steps to being registered
with the system. Firstly, ensure that your
name, address, and contact information are
correct in the My Profile area. This material
is private; you cannot view others’
information, and you will need to create a
username and password to enter the
system. Only parish administrators (the
parish office) can see this material. Group
leaders have access to basic contact
information but nothing else. If you would
prefer non-digital communication and
notifications, such as postal mailings and
phone calls, you can indicate this
preference on your profile. Secondly, if you
are currently involved in any parish
groups—or if you would like to be involved
in any parish groups or activities—add
those groups to your profile. It’s as easy as
clicking on the group and then clicking the
“Add” button.

Group leaders have access to members’
primary contact information and can thus
reach-out to these members and volunteers
with greater ease. This software and the
process for using it also allow parishioners to
have more control regarding their
involvement in the parish. The link to the
system on the parish website ensures that
individuals and families can update basic
information as needed and can sign-up for (or
remove themselves from) groups and
activities without going through other
channels.
Stewardship would like for all current, former,
and potential volunteers to log-in to this
system and explore its possibilities. Any
questions or any requests for help navigating
the system can be addressed to Sandy Glasner:
smglasner@columbus.rr.com
This link (http://www.rotundasoftware.com/
ministryschedulerpro/common/tutorials/
playTutorial.php?demoID=30) takes you to a
tutorial video that can help with setting-up
and maintaining your profile.

Example of the parish calendar that now may be accessed on St. Francis’ web page at
http://www.sfacolumbus.org/

