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Financial Report to the Parish
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners,
At the close of the church fiscal year (June 30, 2016), we are pleased to report the parish is
operating in the black with an income of $27,037.00. The parish did receive a bequest in December
of 2015 for $23,620.00 which was deeply appreciated. The offertory collection over the past year
has also increased by 7% from the previous church fiscal year. Below is a chart reflecting the
parish income/losses for the past three fiscal years.
Church Fiscal Year

Income or (Loss)

July 1, 2013-June 30, 2014

($45,599.00)

July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

($6,173.00)

July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016

$27,037.00

This past fiscal year we have been able to: recondition the parish hall storage area behind the
kitchen; repair rectory window sashes and paint window frames; install a new security system in
the rectory; purchase new audio visual equipment for each of the classrooms, the parish hall and
electronic message board installed in the church entrance; purchase and install new speakers in
the church; purchase devices for the hearing impaired. Funding for all the audio visual equipment
was covered by a grant from the Catholic Foundation. We also purchased software that enables
us to have an interactive calendar which displays parish events on the parish website. Proceeds
from the past Pasta Dinner and Garage Sale are being used to offset the cost of repairs to the
sidewalks, holes in the cornice of the church, and replacement of the roof on the garden shed
(attached to the garage).
Our parish remains financially sound and debt-free. The parish still maintains a “rainy day” fund of
$320,040.00 held for us by the Diocese of Columbus (as recommended by diocesan financial policy
guidelines. This amount would cover a year’s worth of operating expenses).
We appreciate your support and are very grateful for your commitment to our parish.
Respectfully- Father Valcin and the Finance Council (Frank Conway, chairperson, Jaime Capestany,
Ginny Hayes, Steve Hornyak, Lori Maite, Rick Miller, Pete Sullivan and Linda Wolfe).
For additional information about categories of parish expenditures see Page 2.

St. Francis of Assisi Celebrates 120 Years—See
Pages 4-6 for photos from the day!
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Parish Annual Report for July 2015 – June 2016
Below are expenditures within categories for the 7/15-6/16 fiscal year (top number) as compared
to expenditures during the 7/14-6/15 fiscal year (bottom number in italics.) A parish community like
ours needs the help of every parishioner. We don’t need much, but we do need your continued
support to meet our operational expenses. Here are the basics of our monthly expenses:

Catholic Education

People

Getting the Word Out

Parochial school support
for our community

Salaries & Benefits
for our staff

Area Advertisements
media, worship aids

$11,749 (5%)

$148,347 (53%)

$4,585 (2%)

$11,684 (4%)

$181,067 (58%)

$3,294 (1%)

Day-to-Day

Community

Buildings & Grounds

General Expenses,
Supplies, Etc.

Diocesan
Assessment

Utilities, Insurance,
Property Tax

$20,204 (8%)

$15,717 (6%)

$72,174 (26%)

$27,143 (9%)

$16,572 (5%)

$71,777 (23%)

Our Community. Our Responsibility.
We ask for your continued support to ensure we continue to meet our operational
needs.
•
•
•

Please consider monthly EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer) or Credit Card payments
Donate weekly
Do what you can. That’s enough for us!!

Our Goals = 100% Participation
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Welcoming Guests and New Members to St. Francis—
Key Initiative for Stewardship Council
When asked, most parishioners will tell you
that their favorite aspect of St. Francis of
Assisi Parish is its welcoming nature, the
sense of community you witness and feel
upon entering the church. and participating
in the liturgy. Our parish Mission Statement
emphasizes the roles that
generous welcoming and
heartfelt extension into our
community play in our
common life in the
Eucharist, and many
parishioners understand
that a welcoming smile, a
moment to say hello, or an
invitation to a parish group
can make a large difference
in anyone’s day and can
manifest Christ’s love. Such
generosity of spirit is
common at St. Francis, and
it is in this spirit that
Stewardship Council is
working to enhance our
parish efforts to recognize,
St. Francis
welcome, and encourage
Bookmark
guests and new members.
Our parish’s location puts us at a distinct
advantage to see and welcome guests,
whether they are looking for a church home
or are traveling through the area. We’re
meeting new people as the neighborhood
grows exponentially with additions to
Westminster Thurber and new apartment
and condominium complexes, in the yearly
influx of students and their families from
Ohio State, through the families and friends
of couples married in our church, and from
visitors who are in town for conferences or
special events in the downtown area. In order
to acknowledge these guests, Stewardship
Council has placed a guest book on a podium
at the back of our church. When guests sign
the book, members of Stewardship reach out
to them with a letter within a week that
expresses our gratitude that they chose St.

Francis of Assisi as their place of worship.
We hope that this gesture not only manifests
to them our pleasure at having them join us
for Sunday liturgy, but also keeps St. Francis
in their hearts should they journey our way
again.
On the first Sunday of every month, the
Sunday our parish designates as Hospitality
Sunday, Father Valcin extends a special
greeting to visitors, and our greeters are now
giving these guests one of the beautiful parish
bookmarks designed and produced by
Pastoral Council. The welcoming continues in
the parish hall during our Hospitality Sunday
breakfast. We’d like everyone—long-time
parishioners and newcomers—to wear
nametags so that we can greet one another
by name. We’re also providing pottery mugs
for the sole use of guests and new members
so that those of us who are regulars at St.
Francis can join them at their table and strike
up conversation. Stewardship hopes that
these gestures will not seem artificial but will
genuinely encourage new people to join us at
St. Francis and to help those of us who
already call St. Francis home to encounter
new people and expand our circles of friends
and fellow worshippers.
Finally, Stewardship Council is in the process
of finalizing an official welcoming packet for
new parishioners when they register with
the parish. Our welcome packet will consist
of a specially designed folder with photos of
our parish on the front and back panels.
Inside, new members will find a letter from
Father Valcin, a small pamphlet explaining
our RCIA, marriage, baptism, and Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd programs, a
comprehensive and up-to-date list of parish
organizations with accurate contact
information, a calendar of yearly events at St.
Francis, a St. Francis prayer card, a recent
bulletin, a copy of the parish organization
(Continued Stewardship on Page 7)
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Bishop Frederick Campbell Celebrates
St. Francis of Assisi’s 120th Anniversary Mass
August 21, 2016 was a special day at St. Francis of Assisi Parish as our church celebrated its
120th anniversary. On that day, current parishioners, former clergy and staff, and former
parishioners came together for a special anniversary Mass at 10 a.m. celebrated by Bishop
Frederick Campbell.
The very special celebration was extended with a brunch in the church hall following the Mass.
A very big Thank You to all who made the anniversary celebration possible particularly to
Kathy Dancey for her efforts coordinating the event. Also, thanks to Tony Prince for these
wonderful photos of our Mass and post– Mass celebration that appear on this page and Page 5.

Bishop Campbell
celebrating St.
Francis of Assisi’s
120th Anniversary
Mass

Father Fritz
addressing the St.
Francis of Assisi
congregation.
Calling St. Francis a
vibrant parish,
Father thanked
parishioners for their
leadership and the
many ministries in
which they engage.
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Left—Kathy Dancey
and Tony Prince
during “clean up.”
Thanks to Kathy and
all who helped make
our celebration
possible and to Tony
for these photos
documenting our
special day.
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More Photos from the Post-Mass Brunch
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St. Francis’ Leadership Team
St. Francis’ parishioners may have heard
references to a parish Leadership Team in
discussions about church projects and
goals. So what is this Leadership Team, why
was it formed, and what does it do?

Kerscher and Joyce Schneider. Also on the
team are the Chairs of Finance Council
(currently Frank Conway), Stewardship
Council (Elise Ryan), and one of the CoChairs of Pastoral Council (Michael Schmidt).

The St. Francis of Assisi Leadership Team
was formed as a result of parishioners
attending the Amazing Parish Conference in
2015. This is the newest church advisory
group joining the Pastoral, Finance, and
Stewardship Councils. The purpose of all of
the parish’s leadership groups is to help Fr.
Fritzner run the parish for the best of all
parishioners.

While the parish councils guide the parish’s
ongoing ministries and activities, the
Leadership Team is committed to assisting
Fr. Fritz as he develops strategic plans and
goals that will contribute to making the
parish amazing and to bringing more people
to Christ and his church.

The Leadership Team Core members are
the parishioners who attended the Amazing
Parish Conference in 2015 – Pat Cassidy,
Frank Conway, Diane Keenan, Mary Ann

We look forward to the Leadership Team
reporting to the parish family what the
strategic plans and annual goals are for St.
Francis of Assisi and what progress our
parish is making towards those goals.

(Stewardship Continued from Page 3)

chart that shows the interaction between our
parish councils, a copy of a recent newsletter,
and an electronic funds transfer form.
We hope that these welcoming actions will
complement the many ways that our
parishioners already reach out to new people
in the pews and in the community. We hope
that some of our guests become new members
and that new members find deep spiritual
enrichment and joy at St. Francis. Our parish
community is truly a place where people live
out Paul’s injunction to the Romans:
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God” (Romans
15:7).

Mark Your Calendars…….
and plan to take part in the many St.
Francis Parish events held during the
month of our patron, St. Francis of Assisi.
October 1
October 3
October 4
October 9
October 23

Animal blessing
Transitus
St. Francis Feast Day
Parish Picnic
Commitment Sunday

Read the church bulletin for more
details for all events.

Thank you for your generosity of spirit!
.

Be sure to check the Bulletin and listen to announcements for details on this
fall's Parish House Meeting, coordinated by our BREAD Justice Ministry
Team.

PAGE 8

St. Francis of Assisi news

Caring for Our Common Home: Reduce Food Waste;
Save Energy
We might feel a little guilty when we throw
away some produce that we failed to used or
take more food than we are able to eat from
our favorite breakfast bar. But what most
people don’t realize is that food waste has more
serious ramifications than causing us
momentary guilt. World-wide, one-third of all
food is lost (usually during the production and
distribution process) or wasted (at the retail
and consumer level). While food lost happens
more in developing nations, food waste is more
prevalent in the west. The US Department of
Agriculture reports that in the US 31% of
food at the retail and consumer levels goes
uneaten. This translates into 141 trillion
calories or 1249 per calories per capita per
day.
It is obvious more needs to be done to ensure
that the world’s surplus food supply reach
those who are currently going hungry. But
what is also needed is a greater understanding
of the environmental impact of food waste.
Where does all this wasted food go? Most of
it—95%—goes to landfills where it rots and
creates methane gas, which has 21 times the
global warming potential as carbon dioxide.
Indeed, if food waste was a country it would
be the third largest producer of greenhouse
gases behind the US and China.
Pope Francis in his environmental
encyclical, Laudato Si calls on each of us to
be more mindful of our actions affecting our
common home Earth and to reign in our
throw away culture mentality. So what can
you do to reduce food waste? Here are a few
tips from GRACE Communication Foundation-http://www.gracelinks.org/blog/2434/fiveeasy-ways-to-reduce-food-waste:
Buy only what you need
·
·

Plan ahead
Make a shopping list

Eat what you buy
· Use what spoils first

·
·

Know what food you have on hand
Eat leftovers

Don’t toss food before it spoils
·

·

Understand food expiration dates(Understand that sell by and best
buy dates are not an indication of
food safety. )
Know shelf life. For information on
shelf life go to http://
www.stilltasty.com/

Keep food fresh
·

Learn how to store foods to keep
them fresh as long as possible

Avoid the trash
·
·

Share food before it spoils
Compost inedible food.

http://www.gracelinks.org/blog/2434/five
-easy-ways-to-reduce-food-waste

Smile!
Photos will be taken for the new St.
Francis of Assisi Parish Directory
between October 13—16. Sign up for
your photo opt in one of three ways:
• Go to the St. Francis website at
www.sfacolumbus.org;
• Sign up after Mass
• Call Joyce Schneider at 614-557-6428
Each participating family will receive a
copy of the directory as well as a
complementary 8 x 10 portrait.

