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St. Francis of Assisi Church’s Tapestry—Symbol of
Collaboration, Community, and Diversity
Late summer of last year when the Stewardship Council
was in the midst of planning our church’s traditional
October activities someone asked the Council’s chair
Mary Ann Kerscher why the church’s effort to urge
parishioners to share their varied gifts and talents with the
parish and community was called Tapestry. Mary Ann
provided the following explanation:
A tapestry incorporates elements of different colors,
textures, and strength and weaves them together to
craft a whole new, stronger, more vibrant creation
for all to enjoy.
A Parish can be likened to a tapestry in that the
parishioners who come from different backgrounds
with varying gifts, talents and availability join
together to weave a stronger, more diverse, richer
community, one for each member to claim and draw
strength from.
In past years we had a small tapestry someone brought
from home hanging from the pulpit during October.
Mary Ann suggested that it would be “cool” if St. Francis

could have
its own
tapestry,
made by
parishioners.
The idea
grew from
there.
Mary Ann
coordinated
the effort.
She began by
seeking input
from some
of our
church’s
known
“crafters”
including
Theri Brady,

Parishioners Theri Brady, Mary Ann
Kerscher, Maggie McCoy and Linda
Wolfe construct loom
Tapestry Continued on Page 4

Voice of the Poor—St. Vincent de Paul’s Call for
Social Justice
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is known for its
works of charity. For example, our St. Vincent de
Paul
Conference
at St.
Francis of
Assisi:
annually
spearheads
an effort to
assemble
Thanksgiving baskets; makes donations to NNEMAP
Food Pantry, JOIN (Joint Organization for Inner-City

Needs), the St. Francis Center in MacArthur, Ohio, and
groups such as Women Affirming Women and SOAP
(Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution); assembles
sandwiches for distribution to the homeless at St.
Lawrence Haven; and offers emergency assistance.
In recent years the national St. Vincent de Paul
organization has recognized that its efforts should involve
not only addressing immediate material and other needs of
those living in poverty but also advocating to change the
“structures, societal, and legislative, that cause
Voice of the Poor Continued on Page 2
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Ministry Focus: Garden Tenders
The St. Francis Garden Tenders pride themselves in
making our church as beautiful outside as it is inside. This
spring the volunteers who participate in this ministry
have been busy meeting and making plans for this year’s
gardening. The plans include making perennials the
major focus of the gardens. In the past annuals were
used to support the gardens and this was a very laborintensive effort. Now, annuals will be used to augment
the perennials. There are many perennials already on the
grounds. Some of them will be moved or divided so that
they grow their best. Other perennials, as well as
annuals, will need to be purchased.
Volunteers have already begun to ready the grounds. The
bushes on the side of the rectory on the parking lot are
being removed because they were growing too close to
the foundation and their roots were growing into the
water drainage lines. This area will be landscaped with
plants friendly to the rectory foundation. In the future
trees will be planted in the plots on the parking lot by
the fence.
Want to be one of the Garden Tenders?
Dates when volunteers are needed will be posted in the
bulletin. No particular skills are needed. Please consider
helping with the gardens this year. People are needed to
(Voice o f the Poor Continued from Page 1)

and perpetuate poverty.” Thus Voice of the Poor (VOP)
has been was established to address the goal of ending
poverty through systemic change.
Bill Sparks, former St. Vincent de Paul Diocesan Council
President, spoke about VOP during his Lenten Soup
Supper presentation to St. Francis parishioners in 2014.
Following that talk St. Francis’ St.Vincent de Paul
Conference President Lorri Kuczynski and conference
member Karen Scheid, joined with parishioners from
other Catholic parishes in Central Ohio to serve on the
diocesan Voice of the Poor Committee. Danielle Gray of
Our Lady of Peace Parish in Columbus currently serves as
chair of the committee succeeding Warren Wright who
succeeded Sparks as Diocesan Council President.
Two of the current efforts of VOP involve supporting in
the Ohio General Assembly HB 56 (the Fair Hiring Act).
That legislation, if passed, would ban public employers
from automatically disqualifying from employment job
applicants who have a criminal record. The second
initiative of the local VOP group is establishment of a

Bill Keller and Pete Sullivan clear bushes from the side of the rectory

plant, weed and water the grounds. All
parishioners can help support the Garden
Tenders work by attending a Pancake
Breakfast on May 17. Proceeds will be used to
purchase plants and supplies. Direct donations for this
work also are accepted.
For more information or to make a contribution to
finance the garden plans contact Lorri Kuczynski:
lorrik09@gmail.com.
program to offer emergency, low interest loans to
individuals requesting assistance for specific needs
through St. Vincent de Paul Conferences. This program
is intended to help individuals avoid the high interest
payday loans that too often entrap individuals in a cycle
of debt. As planned, funds to back the loans would be
raised through contributions from St. Vincent de Paul
conferences, grants, and donations. The program
would be administered through a local credit union.
Nationally St. Vincent de Paul VOP has issued several
position papers on key social and economic issues. Too,
through Capwiz it has established a easy way for
parishioners to make their voices heard to members of
Congress. Individuals registered at Capwiz receive
action alerts with email letters that registrants can easily
send to members of Congress. To register go to:
www.capwiz.com/svdpusa/com/svdusa/mlm/home .
For more information about VOP and how you can be
involved contact Karen Scheid: klscheid@gmail.com or
Lorri Kuczynski: lorrik09@gmail.com.
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Steven Hillyer: St. Francis’ “Man Behind the Scene”
Steven Hillyer could be called the “man behind the
scene” at St. Francis. Serving as the church’s sacristan,
Steve insures that the church has an adequate supply of
communion hosts and wine and maintains the sacred
vessels and other items used at Mass. But Steve also is
“out front” in church too as he serves as a Eucharist
minister—usually at 9 o’clock Mass— and helps as an
altar server when needed particularly during weekday
Masses and funerals.

Scurci. Steve also assists Father Fritz with his monthly
Mass at Westminster Thurber, and Steve and a few other
parishioners take communion to individuals at Heartland
Health Care Facility when Dorothy Spiva, the current
coordinator of that effort, is not available to do so.
Steve’s service to St. Francis began years ago shortly
after he entered the church in 1991 as a participant in St.
Francis’ RCIA program. Steve became co-manager of St.
Francis’ bingo program, which was held twice a week.
He also was active in the RCIA program serving, as he
describes it, as the “hospitality” person. He made coffee
and set out food for participants, sometimes bringing
baked items he made himself.
Steve’s volunteer work is not confined to St. Francis.
Each Wednesday he volunteers at the Holy Family Soup
kitchen as a part of a small core group that arrives at the
church at 7 a.m. to prepare food and set up for that day’s
lunch. Too, for the past three years he has volunteered
with CAPA serving as an usher, and he serves on the Pro
Musica Sustaining Board.

Steve is also a key participant in St. Francis’ efforts to
provide the Eucharist and Mass to Catholics who are
unable to attend church and who reside in Westminster
Thurber. Indeed in 1991 Steve with a few other
parishioners began to take the Eucharist monthly to
residents of the facility. He continues participating in that
ministry today along with Jan Rosenfield and Angela

A native of Lorain, Ohio, Steve retired five years ago
from the Investment Department of the State
Treasurer’s Office where he spent his entire career after
obtaining a degree in finance from Ohio State. Besides
his active volunteer life he enjoys his role as uncle to his
nieces, the theater, and travel— something that he is
able to do more frequently since retiring. Indeed Steve
has recently returned from a lengthy cruise around South
America. But luckily for members of St. Francis, service
to our church remains a priority in Steve’s life.

St. Francis Human Trafficking Update
On Thursday evening, February 12, 2015 Sister
Nadine Buchanan presented an overview of human
trafficking to 25 parishioners at St. Francis. One of the
outreach opportunities Sister Nadine discussed was
the Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution (SOAP)
Arnold Classic “SOAP Up” event that was scheduled
for February 28.
As a part of these SOAP Up events which have also
taken place at Super Bowls, NASCAR races, and other
events, teams of volunteers distribute to local hotels
and motels small bars of soap that have on them the

national human trafficking hotline number. Why? Law
enforcement reports an increase in sex trafficking
activity around major sporting and other events such as
political conventions.
St. Francis parishioners Lynn Sullivan, Randy Smith,
Judy Unger, and Karen Scheid joined with 120
volunteers to take part in the SOAP outreach
preceding the Arnold Classic. The volunteers received
training provided by SOAP founder, Theresa Flores;
Human Trafficking Continued on Page 5
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Maggie McCoy, Linda Wolfe, and Sue Cruickshank. She
knew that they all were talented in the fabric arts plus
they all possessed general ingenuity and optimism.
It was decided that a loom would be set up for
parishioners to create a St. Francis of Assisi tapestry
during key October events. The group encountered
some stumbling blocks and logistic problems along the
way, but eventually the loom ended up being
constructed from PVC pipes by Theri. Linda had done
some weaving so she walked the group through the
actual set up.
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parishioners—men, women, children, singles,
couples-- joined in at the picnic and in the church hall
during commitment Sunday.
The finished tapestry, collaboratively created, now
proudly hangs in the church and serves as a reflection
of the diversity and community that is St. Francis of
Assisi parish.

Father Fritz weaves the first strand into the St. Francis
Tapestry

Yarns, jute, strips of material, raffia and a palm branch
were brought in by group members. Parishioners were
invited to bring in fabrics and other items such as
feathers and beads that they wanted to incorporate into
the tapestry too.
At the parish picnic Father Fritz officially began the
work on the tapestry by weaving the first row. Other

The St. Francis of Assisi Church’s Tapestry!

Jan Rosenfield and Jay Jackson add to the tapestry during
Commitment Sunday

Don’t forget the St. Francis
of Assisi Garage and Yard Sale
to be held this year on June 6
and 7. Proceeds will help
defray costs for resealing our parking lot.
Volunteers are still needed. Contact Marti
Damm at marti.joy.damm@gmail.com
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First Communion at St. Francis
On Sunday, April 25 during the 9 a.m. Mass four of St. Francis’ young parishioners received the Sacrament of
First Communion. Congratulations to our four First Communicants— Jill Reeb, Mason Rothrock, Kevin
Sanchez, and Michael Trujillo—and their families.

Pictured from left
to right: Mason
Rothrock,
Michael Trujillo,
Kevin Sanchez
and Jill Reeb
Mason Rothrock
receives gift from
Father Fritz as
Isaac Reeb and
Therese Terndrup,
Coordinator of St.
Francis’ Good
Shepherd program
look on
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attached labels with the national human traffic hotline number to
bars of soap; and distributed the soap along with posters of missing
children to assigned motels.

In Memoriam
Parishioner Michelle Sutter died on
March 2, 2014 at age 61. An attorney
who graduated from University of Akron
Law School, Michelle also held degrees
from Walsh College and Laval University
in Quebec City, Canada.

Randy Smith, Judy Unger, and Lynn Sullivan label soap for
distribution to local motels as a part of the Arnold Classic SOAP
UP event

Flores has subsequently reported that staff of two of the hotels
visited reported seeing two of the children who appeared on the
missing children posters. Local authorities were notified.
St. Francis parishioners will be kept informed of opportunities to
participate in future SOAP outreach and other efforts to combat
sex and labor trafficking.
For more information contact Randy Smith at
randyjsmith@yahoo.com or Karen Scheid at klscheid@gmail.com

Michelle had a beautiful singing voice and
most of us knew her at St. Francis as a
member of the choir. Michelle came to
the St. Francis choir in 2012. She left for
a brief time and came back in 2014.
Before that Michelle sang for the
Cathedral Choir for many years, making
many friends. For her funeral, many of
those same friends came back to sing and
a chair was kept open with her music
folder, hat and a rose to keep her
presence in the choir loft. Michelle is
survived by a daughter—Ana, a
granddaughter, many brothers and sisters
and family members.
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Welcome Sabrina Brown and Jared Holt
Sabrina Brown and Jared Holt were both received into the Catholic faith at St. Francis of Assisi Church during the
Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 4. Sabrina is a first-year law student at The Ohio State University Moritz College of
Law who hopes to practice in the area of labor and employment law. She enjoys exploring Columbus, baking, and
watching college basketball when she’s not at the library. Sabrina graduated from Xavier University in Cincinnati in
the spring of 2014. While at Xavier she was introduced to the relationship between the Church and social justice,
which led her to the RCIA process at St. Francis.
Jared works for the Ohio House of Representatives as a Legislative Aide to Michael Ashford. Originally from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Jared attended Valley Forge Military College before transferring to The Ohio State
University. Jared loves to workout, read, talk about politics, and hang out with his future wife Lorie Hunter. He
looks forward to getting to know each member of our parish!

Sabrina Brown
(photo on left)
and Jared Holt
(photo on right)
are pictured
with Bishop
Campbell
following the
Rite of
Election/Call to
Continuing
Conversion that
took place on
February 21,
2015 at St.
Paul’s Church in
Westerville.

Sabrina Brown (middle) with her sponsor
Taylor Fulkerson (left) and Bishop
Campbell

Jared Holt with Bishop Campbell

Have an idea for a article you would like to see in an upcoming issue of the
St. Francis Newsletter? Contact editors Lorri Kuczynski
(lorrik09@gmail.com) or Karen Scheid (klscheid@gmail.com). The
newsletter is published quarterly with the next issue scheduled for
dissemination in September, 2015.

