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Financial Report to the Parish
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parishioner,
As we close out our church fiscal year, we are pleased to report that our parish is financially sound
and remains debt-free. However, cash flow still remains a problem for the parish; our annual
operating expenses are greater than our annual offertory collection.
Last year our financial report discussed the past ten years of our annual offertory collection being
less than the annual operating
St. Francis Parish Fiscal Report for FY 2015
expenses. This resulted in a
deficit averaging about $30,000.00
per year. This past year, the gap
has been narrowed to $8,000.00.
The parish was able to reduce
operating expenses and realized a
savings from salary, by not
replacing our Pastoral Assistant.
The parish still has a “rainy day”
fund of $318,000.00 held for us by
the Diocese of Columbus (as
recommended by diocesan
financial policy guidelines, we
have one year’s worth of operating
expenses).
This past church fiscal year (July,
2014-June, 30, 2015) the choir loft
stair case was replaced and the
cost was covered by a grant from
the Catholic Foundation and
profits from the pancake
breakfasts and the pasta dinner.
The Easter collection was used to
purchase flowers for church
decorations that were later
planted in the church gardens. The
fund was also used to purchase
additional flowers and mulch.
Members of the parish along with
Father Valcin attended the
(Continued on Page 3)
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Parishioner Profile: Michael Schmidt
Whether you attend the 9 a.m. or the 11 a.m.
Mass, if you look up in the choir loft you will
see Mike Schmidt enthusiastically singing.
Several years ago, Bill Miller, our former music
director, kept prodding Mike at hospitality
Sundays to come up to the choir loft to sing.
Mike didn’t know how to read music but was
told he could sing. The rest is history. Mike
likes the camaraderie and community of being
in the choir. He also is learning to read music.
Mike discovered St. Francis of Assisi by
walking with his father to church from
Westminster-Thurber. Mike’s father liked to
walk to church but as his Alzheimer’s
progressed, he needed Mike to walk with him
to ensure his safety. Mike liked the parish he
was attending and came to St. Francis
reluctantly. But, during his first Mass at St.
Francis Mike heard a familiar voice. He didn’t
see her but knew it was Lilli, a former student
of his. He knew then that St. Francis had to be
a good place, and he has been a member of the
church ever since.
Mike served in the army for three years and is
a veteran of the Vietnam War. He used the G.I.
Bill to earn a college degree. Special education
was just starting at that time and the only job
opening Mike could find when he graduated
with a degree in psychology was in special
education.
Initially he thought his work in special
education would be temporary but he fell in
love with it. He went on to earn his masters
degree in education and worked with multihandicapped children for the length of his 26
year career. After he retired from teaching,
Mike was a substitute teacher in the multihandicapped classrooms for the Franklin
County Board of Developmental Disabilities.
For the last 20 years Mike has been a guardian
for 43 year old Jeffrey, a former student of his
who has no living parents. Once a week Mike
visits with Jeffrey and takes him to dinner. As
Jeffrey’s guardian Mike insures that Jeffrey

Jeffrey and Mike

receives good care. Mike considers Jeffrey a
member of St. Francis even if he’s not able to
attend Mass.
Mike is also an adventure traveler having
visited 63 countries so far in his life. He
travels independently staying at hostels,
sometimes for $12/night. Mike likes the
sense of adventure and he says it is cheaper
to travel in the winter than to stay home.
Among the countries he has visited are
Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, Scotland, Ireland,
Great Britain, France, Luxemburg, Poland,
Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia and every country
in Central America and, most recently,
countries in Africa.
Presently, Mike is a member of Pastoral
Council. This is his second go around having
served on council approximately 10 years
ago. He is a liaison for social justice
activities in our parish and he is an
enthusiastic member of St. Francis’ Amazing
Parish team.
If you want to talk to Mike about any of his
activities or adventures, you will usually find
him in the church basement making a pot of
coffee between Masses.
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Opportunities for Discussion and Learning Abound at
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Like to read? Like to discuss what you read? Want to explore
and strengthen your faith foundation? Well St. Francis of Assisi
has two parish groups that you may be interested in joining—the
recently established Sunday School Seminar and the longestablished Book Discussion Group. The Sunday School Seminar
will be the focus of this article. Next issue will feature the Book
Discussion Group.

on which Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter,
Laudato Si’—On Care for Our Common Home is
based. Participants discussed the Encyclical’s
contents and shared their opinions about its
message and impact.

The Sunday School Seminar is an example of the
good things that can happen when parishioners
share their ideas with one another. Elise Ryan
and Barb Finan both had a desire to utilize their
expertise—Elise in literature and Barb in
theology—by providing an opportunity for St.
Francis parishioners to engage in in-depth
discussions of literature and theological writings.
They believed that our parish was home to
several parishioners who would value such an

The goal for these seminars, according to Barb, is
to enable participants to become more familiar
with the reading that serves as the seminars’
focus. In the future it is possible that the
seminars with expand into others areas
depending upon the interest of parishioners.
Says Barb, “There are a lot of people at St.
Francis with expertise. This adult education
opportunity will enable other parishioners to
share their knowledge with others in the
church.”
(Fiscal Report from Page 1)

Amazing Parish” Conference in Denver, CO
utilizing funding received from the Catholic
Foundation.

Elsie Ryan (left) and Barb Finan discuss ideas for Sunday School Seminars

opportunity. As Elise puts it, “St. Francis is
predominantly an adult parish.”
So last spring the first set of seminars was held.
Elise lead a discussion of Dante’s Divine Comedy.
Participants were asked to independently read
sections of the Dante’s work, which she organized
into themes. Parishioners then discussed the
readings during the seminars which were held on
Sunday evenings from 6-7:30 p.m. Elise plans to
hold a similar set of seminars discussion in the
winter or spring focusing on her favorite book,
The Brothers Karamazov .
A second set of seminars was held last month as
Barb led a discussion of the theological principles

Currently, we are in the process of creating a
new reconciliation room and updating the east
sacristy. Funding for this project comes from
interest on funds the parish has with the
Catholic Foundation and a donation from a
parish member. The funds from the parish
“Garage Sale” and donations will be used to
cover the expense of repairing our parking lot.
To remain fiscally sound, our parish needs to
address our cash flow issue. So in the next few
weeks additional information will be provided
on our funding and increased support will be
requested of parishioners. Please give this
request prayerful consideration.
We appreciate your support and are very
grateful for your commitment to our parish.
Respectfully- Fr. Valcin and the Finance
Council— Frank Conway, Chair; Jaime
Capestany, Ginny Hayes, Steve Hornyak, Lori
Maite, Rick Miller, Pete Sullivan and Linda
Wolfe.
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Amazing Parish Initiative
Before they were aware of the Amazing
Parish program, the chairs of St. Francis of
Assisi Parish’s three councils—Mary Ann
Kerscher (Stewardship), Frank Conway
(Finance) and Diane Keenan (Pastoral) were
meeting every other month between Masses
on Hospitality Sunday to share information
about each council’s work to support St.
Francis’ mission statement.

praying intentionally for our parish, creating an
Amazing Parish team, and unifying our Sunday
experience. The team was expanded when
Father Fritz asked Mike Schmidt and Joyce
Schneider to join it. The team has met together
several times a month, beginning each meeting
with a prayer for our own Amazing Parish and
encouraging each other to find daily moments
to pray for our parish.
Together with Fr. Fritz and the Liturgy
committee, the team focused on hymns, homily,
and hospitality to make our complete Sunday
Experience meaningful, so that more people will
come to know Christ and His Church through St.
Francis of Assisi.

St. Francis’ Amazing Parish Team: From left—Diane
Keenan, Mary Ann Kerscher, Pat Cassidy, Father Fritz,
and Joyce Schneider. Not pictured—Frank Conway and
Michael Schmidt.

The parish received a grant from the Catholic
Foundation in January, 2015 to send a team to
Colorado to explore how the Amazing Parish
program could enrich our parish. Attendees
were Fr. Fritz, Pat Cassidy, Frank Conway,
Mary Ann Kerscher and Diane Keenan. The
presentations encouraged participants from
parishes throughout the country to pray, to
maintain and support the good works done
within their parishes, and to become
missionaries. Participants were then
challenged to stand on the front steps of their
churches and to envision the people who
could be served through a stronger emphasis
on the mission of the church. Says Pope
Francis, “Jesus teaches us that the Good News,
which he brings, is not reserved to one part of
humanity, it is to be communicated to
everyone.”
Upon its return to Columbus, St. Francis’ team
worked on creating three short term goals:

Next the team turned its attention to creating a
draft vision statement that reflects what an
Amazing St. Francis parish would look like in 35 years if finances were not a concern. The
vision statement reflects St. Francis of Assisi’s
mission statement. Currently the team is
generating three to four goals and measurable
action plans for each.
On September 14, an open discussion will be
held at 7:00 in the parish hall to obtain input to
the draft vision and plan. Please join us to help
our parish maintain the activities that benefit so
many as we move forward, in a missionary
spirit, to become an even more Amazing Parish.

Mark Your Calendars…….
and plan to take part in the many St. Francis
Parish events held during the month of our
patron, St. Francis of Assisi.
October 3
October 3
October 4
October 11
October 25

Animal blessing
Transitus
St. Francis Feast Day
Parish Picnic
Commitment Sunday

And, consider signing up to participate in or
sponsor a walker for the October 3rd Friends
of the Poor Walk . (See article on Page 6).
Read the church bulletin for more details
for all events.
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The St. Francis Men’s Prayer Group
The St. Francis of Assisi Men’s Coffee and Prayer
Group was started by four parishioners in the
Fall of 2012. They established its purposes as :
(1) meeting and getting to know more men in
the parish, (2) group discussion that leads to a
better understanding of their Catholic Faith, (3)
sharing ways to incorporate the love of God into
their daily lives, (4) prayer and support for each
other and (5) encouraging individual and group
participation in service projects that echo the
word of God. All men in the parish were invited
to join the four founders at the first of what
they hoped would become a series of monthly
get-togethers.
That first meeting attracted five additional men
for a total of nine. Five of them, plus one man
who joined the group in 2013, still meet every
month. (Those that no longer attend have left St.
Francis of Assisi parish.)
Over the years, a few men have come to the
group for just one or two meetings. That is a
good way for any interested parishioner to
check it out. The group welcomes parishioners
interested either in learning more about the
group or joining it on a regular basis.

The group meets in the church hall from 8:30
to 10:00 on the first Saturday morning of
each month. The first half hour is for coffee
and conversation on whatever subjects come
up. At 9:00 the men gather together, open
with a prayer and someone reads the Gospel
for the next day’s Mass. A few minutes are
then allowed for each man to silently reflect
on what was read. During the remainder of
the time the men share their thoughts and
impressions on the Gospel reading. The
meeting ends promptly at 10:00 with a
closing prayer and individual petitions.
The group’s meetings are all very informal
and each man decides for himself how much
he wishes to participate. The St. Francis of
Assisi Men’s Group warmly invites all men to
stop in and “try out” the group.
For more information see brochure in the
Church entranceway and/or contact Dan
Kerscher at 614-457-1314 or
napaker@wowway.com.

Members of the St. Francis Men’s Prayer Group at a recent gathering. From left: Dennis Cotsamire, Butch Goffos,
Randy Smith, Jack Randolph, Tom Scheid, and Dan Kerscher.
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Breaking Bread while Being BREAD
The St. Francis of Assisi BREAD team invites all
parishioners to attend a special “House Meeting”
on Sunday, October 18th at 6:00 pm. This BREAD
house meeting will be parishioners’ opportunity
to help identify community problems that BREAD
can tackle in the upcoming year. This year the
process will take place while sharing a meal as
one BREAD network, including parishioners from
other congregations.
The evening will also provide a chance to
celebrate BREAD’s recent “win” in obtaining a
commitment from the Franklin County ADAMH
Board to fund a “clubhouse” model program.

Clubhouse programs are, “local community
centers that provide members with
opportunities to build long-term relationships
that, in turn, support them in obtaining
employment, education and housing.”
While not required, RSVPs are encouraged so
enough food will be available. In the weeks
ahead more information will be provided in an
email evite. For more information and/or to
RSVP contact Phil
Pennino: Phil.pennino@gmail.com / 614-3524645.

Join St. Francis of Assisi’s
Friends of the Poor Walk Team!
The St. Vincent de Paul Friends of the Poor Walk
will take place Saturday, October 3, 2015 at St.
Francis de Sales High School , 4212 Karl Road.
Registration starts at 9 a.m. with the walk around
the track beginning at 10 a.m. Participants can
walk as little or as long as they wish. Proceeds
raised by St. Francis of Assisi walkers come
directly to our church’s St. Vincent de Paul
Conference.

Women, Catholic Social Services, and Save Our
Adolescents from Prostitution (SOAP) among
others; conducted the Thanksgiving baskets
and Christmas giving tree campaigns; made
sandwiches for distribution by St. Lawrence
Haven; and assisted individuals in need.

This past year St. Francis’ St. Vincent de Paul
Conference has made donations to agencies and
groups such as NNEMAP Food Pantry, JOIN, St.
Francis Center in MacArthur , Women Affirming

To walk:
• Go to https://www.svdpusa.net/fop/

Directions for signing up to participate as a
walker or as a donor are as follows:

•

Select Ohio in the drop down menu
in the Find a Local Walk area

•

Select the Register to Walk Button

To donate:
Go to https://www.svdpusa.net/fop/

•
•

Some of St. Francis’ walkers from last year.
If we can do it, so can you!

In the Donate to a Walker area type the
name of a St. Francis of Assisi
walker. This is important to insure that
your donation comes back to our parish
Conference. St. Francis walkers registered
to walk to date are: John Nunn, Jaime
Capestany, Lorri Kuczynski, Michael
Loutzenhiser, Butch Goffos, Lynn
Epperson, Irene Zahm and Karen Scheid.
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Responding to Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter,
Laudato Si’—What You Can Do
Laudato Si’ is a beautifully written theological
statement that emphasizes our oneness with all
of God’s creation as well as our God given
obligation to be good stewards of His many
gifts. Pope Francis follows in the footsteps of
Popes Paul VI, John Paul II, and Benedict XVI in •
communicating this message. But he goes
beyond statements by previous Popes by
underscoring the urgency of the environmental
challenge and urging “a new dialogue about
how we are shaping the future of the planet.”
Pope Francis declares, “It is my hope that this
Encyclical Letter, which is now added to the
body of the Church’s social teaching, can help
us to acknowledge the appeal, immensity and
urgency of the challenge we face.” So how can
individual Catholics respond to Pope Francis’
eloquent appeal? Here are some suggestions:
•

Read the encyclical. Unlike other papal
encyclicals, Laudato Si’ is very
accessible.
The Encyclical may be downloaded for
free or purchased at several site
including the following:
https://laudatosi.com/watch

•

Pray and reflect on lifestyle changes you
can make to lower your carbon
footprint.
“Disinterested concern for others and the
rejection of every form of selfcenteredness and self-absorption are
essential if we truly wish to care for our
brothers and sisters and for the natural
environment. These attitudes also attune

us to the moral imperative of assessing
the impact of our every action and
personal decision on the world around
us.” (208)
Let decision makers know where you
stand on issues related to the
environment by joining groups such as
the Catholic Climate Covenant http://
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/
“Public pressure has to be exerted in
order to bring about decisive political
action. Society, through nongovernmental organizations and
intermediate groups, must put pressure
on governments to develop more
rigorous regulations, procedures and
controls. Unless citizens control political
power – national, regional and
municipal – it will not be possible to
control damage to the environment.
Local legislation can be more effective,
too, if agreements exist between
neighboring communities to support the
same environmental policies.” (No. 179)
In Memoriam
Long-time St. Francis of Assisi parishioner
Charles Richard “Dick” Casaday passed
away on May 24, 2015. An Air Force
Veteran, Dick served as a collection
counter and was a member of the St.
Francis Seniors group.
Dick was preceded in death by his wife of
46 years, JoAnn. He is survived by his
daughter, Laura.

Have an idea for a article you would like to see in an upcoming issue of the
St. Francis Newsletter? Contact editors Lorri Kuczynski
(lorrik09@gmail.com) or Karen Scheid (klscheid@gmail.com). The
newsletter is published quarterly with the next issue scheduled for
dissemination in December, 2015.

