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THREE COUNCILS DISCUSS PARISH ROLES
At its first meetings after the election of new members,
the Pastoral Council began a discussion of its current and
future role in the Parish. With the encouragement of
Father Fritzner, the Council decided to expand that
discussion by turning its May meeting into a joint meeting
including all Financial and Stewardship Council members.
Ellen Weilbacher, from the Diocesan Office of
Development and Planning/ Stewardship and Pastoral
Services, was invited to the joint meeting on May 6th to
provide insights and suggestions about the respective
responsibilities of each Council, as well as how the three
Councils might improve communications and interaction
among them.

stressed that not only does the church benefit from the
stewardship of its members but so to do parishioners
themselves. As one of Ellen’s handouts put it, “When
individuals embrace stewardship as a way of life, their
faith is deepened, their relationship with Jesus Christ
grows, and the fruits of their stewardship benefit every
aspect and ministry of the parish.”
From the start Ellen cautioned the three Councils that
each parish is unique and that each should develop its
own structure based on its mission statement, size,
demographics, history, activities, commitments and the
like. She then gave examples of what other parishes do
or don’t do and distributed materials provided by the
Diocese to parishes with respect to each type of
Council.

Ellen stressed that a parish through its leadership structure
must finds ways of ensuring that stewardship is alive and
well. Parishioners need to be empowered and provided
Ellen ended her presentation by encouraging each of the
opportunities to share their time, talent, and financial
(Three Councils Continued on Page 3)
resources to strengthen the church and its ministries. Ellen

Parishioner Profile: Jay Jackson
Jay Jackson, a long-time parishioner at St. Francis of
Assisi, has pursued many diverse interests. But he has
always felt called to ministry and has discerned over the
years how to fulfill this
calling. In anticipation of
retirement in the 90’s, Jay
participated in the
Diocesan Chrism Program
for two years. The
purpose of that program is
to prepare people for lay
ministry. He has always
been interested in adult
faith formation and how it
changes as we age.

Thurber conducting Bible Study there once a week.
This is the 11th year of that effort. In addition to his
work at Westminster Thurber, Jay participated in the
nine month formation program at St. Mary of the
Springs and became an associate of the Dominican
Sisters of Peace (now called Peace Dominicans). The
Dominican Sisters of Peace taught at St. Francis years
ago when the parish had a school.

Jay started as Pastoral Minister when Fr. Weyls was
pastor at St. Francis. He remained in that position for
awhile when Fr. Atwood was pastor but it became
evident that the position was no longer needed so Jay
continued his spiritual outreach efforts at Westminster

Jay may have retired from his job with the State of
Ohio, but his life in “retirement” is a continual journey
of learning, reaching out to others in faith, and
developing his own spirituality.

Jay’s journey in retirement continued with him studying
archeology at The Ohio State University and Spanish at
Columbus State University. Jay went on to earn a
Masters degree in theology from Ohio Dominican, and
he now serves in an adjunct position at the college
teaching theology, spirituality, and the New Testament.
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd at St. Francis of Assisi
St. Francis of Assisi’s religious education program for 36 year olds incorporates the philosophy of the
Montessori-based Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, an
international program founded in the 1950’s by Sofia
Cavalletti and her Montessori collaborator, Gianna
Gobbi, in Rome. According to Dr. Montessori,
“Education is a natural process carried out by the child
and is not acquired by listening to words but by
experiences in the environment.”
St. Francis’ program— referred to as the “Atrium”
program— invites children to spend time with Jesus,
who calls each of us by name. Lessons are drawn from
the life and teachings of Jesus, and from the sacramental
life of the church.
Parent volunteers assist Therese Terndrup, coordinator
of St Francis’ program. No previous religious education
training or lesson planning is necessary, but in keeping
with diocesan policy, all volunteers must attend the
Protecting God’s Children workshop (scheduled through
the diocese) and complete a background check.
Parishioner Kari Reeb has been a volunteer in Atrium
since the fall of 2010 when her daughter, Jillian, turned
three and could be enrolled. Kari recalls that in 2012
the program moved from a room in the basement of the
rectory to a meeting room built for the program in the
church hall. In keeping with Montessori methods,
materials for “works” or individual learning activities are
intentionally arranged on the shelves around the room
for children to access independently. The teacher first

gives a “presentation” or a modeling of instructions to
the children on how to perform a work. After that
children may choose to work independently with
those materials or on a different work previously
presented.
The preschoolers are given the chance to interact with
concrete objects in their hands as a means to grapple
with the abstract concepts behind them. For example,
the altar work is an opportunity for the children to set
on a small altar the cloth, paten, chalice, crucifix, and
candles and then say a quiet prayer in front of it. Says
Kari, “During Mass, I love being able to point out to
my children how the priest uses the same objects in
the Liturgy of the Eucharist.”
“I enjoy my time in the Atrium program and try to
volunteer twice a month,” continues Kari. “I am in
awe of the dedication Therese Terndrup has given for
the past ten years to the Religious Education of the
youth of our parish. She is the lead teacher of Atrium
for both Masses and helps prepare the first
communicants for their sacraments.”
The Atrium program will begin on September 7.
Typically classes do not meet the first Sunday of the
month, giving the children a chance to attend church
with their families.
Those interested in registering their children or
volunteering should contact Therese Terndrup at
tterndrup00@hotmail.com.

St. Francis’ Women’s Retreat: A Day of Reflection and Fellowship
On Saturday May 31, 2014, 23 St. Francis of Assisi
parishioners and friends spent the day at Shepherd’s
Corner Ecology Center to take part in a retreat
given by Sister Patricia McMahon. Sister Pat led
participants in examining the lessons learned from
Jesus’ encounters with a few of the “unnamed
women” in the New Testament, such as the woman
with the hemorrhage (Matthew 9:12-22).
Participants were given opportunities throughout
the day to reflect on the presentations as they
walked the trails of Shepherd’s Corner, engaged in
meditation, or used journaling as a means of
personal prayer.
It is anticipated that additional retreats will be held
in the months ahead.
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Autumn at St. Francis: Celebration, Charity and Stewardship
Celebrations
The fall of the year is always a busy time at St. Francis of
Assisi parish due in part to October being the month of St.
Francis of Assisi’s birth. The Celebration of Transitus –
the passage of St. Francis from earthly existence to
everlasting life—will be held at our church this year on
Friday, October 3 at 7:00 p.m. The event is hosted by the
Secular Franciscan Order.
The Blessing of Animals will occur the following
morning—Saturday October 4. Parishioners and
community member may bring their pets to the church for
a brief service and individual blessing. The time of the
event will be announced in the bulletin.
Finally, our Annual Parish Potluck Picnic will be held
at the Goodale Park shelter house following the 11 o’clock
Mass on October 12.

Charity
Helping those less fortunate is a Christian responsibility and
St. Francis parishioners have many chances throughout the
year do so. In the fall attention is focused on two St.
Vincent DePaul Society efforts—The Friends of the Poor
Walk, which this year will be held on September 20, 2014,
at DeSales High School, and the Thanksgiving basket
project.
Funds raised by the Friends of the Poor Walk/Run aids the
work of St. Francis’ St. Vincent de Paul Chapter. Those
interested in walking and/or donating to the event should
go to http://www.svdpusa.net/fop/, selecting Ohio in the
“Events by State” box, then scrolling down to St. Francis
DeSales High School. There you will be able to register as a
walker and/or pledge to a listed walker.
In November, items will once again be collected for
assembly into Thanksgiving baskets for distribution to
needy community members. The Sunday bulletin will
contain more information about needed basket contents.
Last year 120 baskets were assembled and donated.

Stewardship
St. Francis of Assisi church is a warm, welcoming place of
worship. The fellowship that has developed among
parishioners through their acts of stewardship is a major
contributor to our church environment. Every year during
October a special effort is made to actively encourage all
parishioners to reflect on how they can assist their church
and grow their own faith lives through contributing their
time, talent, and resources to their church and its

ministries. Numerous opportunities exist for
stewardship at St. Francis. For example you may
choose to:
· participate in the church’s social justice ministries
such as St. Vincent DePaul, Voices of the Poor,
BREAD, and KAIROS
· assist at Mass by serving as a greeter, lector, server,
cross bearer, Eucharistic minister, or singing in the
choir
· serve in special ministries such marriage mentoring
and the Lazarus ministry
· help maintain the church grounds and facilities by
joining the gardening group, preparing the church
for special occasions such as Christmas, and
cleaning the church
· assist in ministries that provide education in the
Catholic faith to couples, catechumens, and
children
· participate with other parishioners in the Bible Study
and Faith Sharing and/or the Book Discussion
groups
· help with one of the many outreach activities of the
church such as the Pasta Dinner, Garage Sale, and
the Parish Picnic.

“As with all pertaining to the Gospel, stewardship is

fundamentally the work of the Spirit in our lives.
When we accept our lives as sheer gifts, the Spirit can
use us as apt instruments for spreading the Gospel.
Wherever the Spirit works, there is joy. Good
stewards are always the joyful bearers of the Good
News of Salvation.”
From: Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response * A Pastoral
Letter on Stewardship * Tenth Anniversary Edition,
USCCB Publishing, Washington, D.C., 2002
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three Councils to meet separately, discuss her
comments and materials, and discern what their
members thought their roles and responsibilities
should be. After those separate meetings the three
Councils (or a smaller group) should continue
developing a model for all three of them.
Summer has slowed things a bit, but since the joint
meeting, a small group consisting of Father Fritzner
and representatives of each of the three Councils have
met several times to discuss the overall responsibilities
of the three Councils and, most particularly, the size
and respective responsibilities of the Pastoral Council
and Stewardship Council. Discussions will continue.

St. francis of assisi
church
386 Buttles Avenue
Columbus, OH 43215
Email: office@sfacolumbus.org
Phone: (614) 299-5781
Web: SFAColumbus.org
Join us for Mass
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am
Tuesday-Fridays: 6:00 pm
Holy Days: 6:00 pm on Holy Day
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Fridays: 5:30 pm
THANKS to Dee Printing for its donation
of the printing of our newsletters.
Contact the office if you wish to help
support distribution costs for upcoming
newsletter issues.

Women Affirming Women Receives Support from St. Vincent de Paul
This year St. Francis of Assisi’s St. Vincent de Paul chapter
provided a financial donation to help support the Women
Affirming Women’s (WAW) 15th Year Celebration of a
Women’s Respite held on July 16 - July 19, 2014, at the
St. Therese Retreat Center. Twenty-three women who
have the major responsibility of being caretakers for their
children or grandchildren were able to attend.

end of the weekend a birthday party was held for
everyone since some of the women have never had a
celebration for their birthday. The participants also
were able to select donated items from the boutique to
take home. A small community was formed at the end
of the weekend, and there will be follow up meetings
throughout the year for the women who attended.

The four day event provided participants a warm and loving
environment away from everyday stresses of life. Indeed,
the women were treated to a great deal of pampering to
help them rest from family obligations. There were art,
educational, and spa activities just to name a few. At the

Many St. Francis parishioners helped support the Respite
by donating new or gently used items for the boutique or
volunteering their time to help during the weekend.
Some picked women up to take them to St. Therese’s
Retreat Center or drove them home after the Respite
ended. Others helped serve meals and supported the
activities of the weekend.
By all accounts the weekend was a success and our parish
looks forward to supporting this weekend in 2015. To
see more photos of the Respite go to
the Women Affirming Women Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/WomenAffirmingWomen

