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Lent Soup Suppers To Focus on Community
St. Francis of Assisi Parish has designated
2017 as the Year of Community. With that in
mind, this year’s Lenten Soup Suppers will
feature presenters addressing various
aspects of community life. Presentations
include:
Wednesday, March 8th - Jay Jackson Kenosis and Community: What Might it Mean
to Think the Way the Son of God Thought?
Wednesday, March 15th - John Mohn Seminary as a Community Praying for the
Community
Wednesday, March 22nd--Calvin Eskridge
(Q&A with Andy Randell)-When Nobody
Cared...I Did (That "I" is Calvin and God.)

Wednesday, March 29th - Wendy Tarr –
Director of Restored Citizens and
Communities for Change– Helping the
Formerly Incarcerated Return to Their
Communities and Restore Their Lives.
Wednesday, April 5th - Maryellen
O'Shaughnessy - On Death and Dying: A
Funeral Director's Perspective
Wednesday, April 12th - Parishioners of St.
Francis of Assisi - The Living Stations of the
Cross
This Lenten Season plan to join with fellow
parishioners on Wednesday evenings at 6:30
P.M. for soup, bread, and community.

Profile: Libby Vasey
For all of us attending Mass at St. Francis,
we hear Libby’s beautiful voice leading us
in song
from the
choir loft
and from
the ambo.
She helps to
bring the
liturgy to
life each
Sunday
through
song.
Libby Vasey
has been
involved

with music from a young age. She was a
member of the band in middle school and
played the euphonium, a brass instrument
similar to a smaller tuba with a sweeter/
higher sound.
In high school Libby joined the choir and
had the opportunity to take voice lessons.
It was then others realized the beautiful
voice that she had. High school also gave
her the opportunity to be in plays and
musicals.
Libby currently is in her fourth year at
The Ohio State University where she
performed this year in the opera Dido
Aeneas . She became a music major
Libby Continued on Page 2
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St. Francis Capital Project: Update
On January 30, 2017 a Parish Town Hall
Meeting was held to discuss possible capital
projects for the parish. Father Valcin began
the meeting with a prayer and opening
comments. Presenters were Pete and Lynn
Sullivan, the Director of Facilities for the
Diocese, and the Director of the Diocesan
Office of Development and Planning. They
provided an overview of the project and the
role the Diocese would play in it. Following
the presentations questions were answered.
The following proposed projects were
discussed: restoration of the stained glass
windows; refinishing the wood floors in the
church; restoring the pews and kneelers;
repainting the interior of the church (which
would also include plaster work); replacing
the heat radiators in the church; adding air
conditioning in the choir loft; and replacing
the parish hall windows. Initial estimated
cost for the capital projects is $300,000 $350,000. (It should be noted that a
recommendation has been by the heating and
air conditioning company that services St.
Francis to install two ceiling fans in the choir
loft before proceeding with installing an
independent air conditioner unit.)
During the meeting it was announced that the
parish hall windows would not be a part of
the capital project since the parish has
received a grant from the Catholic
Foundation for $6,000 and a donation from
(Libby Continued from Page 1)

after she took a music history class.
She is specializing in musicology, a
study of music history and how music
works in culture. This year Libby
added a second major—vocal
performance — and will need to
complete one more year at OSU.
Following the attainment of her
bachelor’s degree Libby hopes to work
on a masters degree to become a
music librarian.

Fly Town Men’s group for $1,000. Both will be
applied toward the $13,000 cost for the project.
Proceeds from the Pasta Dinner and Garage Sale
will be used to cover the balance of the project.
Overall, the information was very well received
and the members of the parish present seemed
very supportive of moving forward with the next
step—asking the Bishop’s approval to conduct a
feasibility study which will determine what
projects the parish can financially support while
still maintaining a commitment to the parish
offertory.
The Diocese is willing to assist the parish with the
feasibility study. Should the Bishop approve the
feasibility study the earliest it would start would
be after Lent. As progress is made updates will be
provided in the bulletin.

Libby was born into a musical family.
Her mother is the Director of Music at
St. Joan of Arc and has been in the choir
since her children were very young.
Libby’s older and younger sisters and
her father all play musical instruments.
We are very blessed to have Libby’s
beautiful voice lead us in song every
Sunday.
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Thanks to all who volunteered their
time, talent, and resources to making
this year’s Pasta Dinner a huge success.

Page 5

Volume 4 Issue 4

Social Justice Team Gears Up for Outreach
St. Francis’ Social Justice Team met January 23 to
hear progress reports and information about
various upcoming activities of our parish’s social
justice ministries and related programs. Here is
some of the key information that was presented.

BREAD: The group talked about upcoming
events with BREAD (Building
Responsibility, Equality And
Dignity), a collection of
different faith communities
that St. Francis as a “network
member” participates
actively in.
Mark your calendar for these dates:
Monday, April 3rd at 7 p.m. a rally at
Congregation Tifereth Israel (1354 E. Broad
Street, Columbus, OH 43205). Arrive at
6:30 p.m. and meet up with the St. Francis
group.
Monday, May 1st at 7 p.m. at the Celeste
Center on the Ohio State Fairgrounds (717
E. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43211) for the
Nehemiah Action meeting. We’ll meet at St.
Francis—around 5 pm—before the rally for
pizza and salad and to carpool.
You might ask, “What does BREAD do?” The
group identifies and conducts research around
a common community issue that the collective
group comes to agreement on, then holds
rallies to share its progress and how public
officials are responding. At a final assembly—
the Nehemiah Action meeting—where over
3,000 members of the different congregations
gather, BREAD asks public officials to commit
to addressing the issue (be it affordable
housing, etc). This year’s issues center around a
municipal ID for people without identification
and providing incentives for city vendors that
hire people with criminal background who
return to their communities.
BREAD has made a real impact in our
community on affordable housing and
education. Interested in learning more about
BREAD and how to get involved? Contact: Ben

Gibbons at bdgibbons@yahoo.com and see
BREAD Columbus on Facebook and at
breadcolumbus.com/.
CREATION CARE: Once again this year a
Sunday Mass close to Earth Day—April 23—
will focus on the
spiritual imperative to
be good stewards of
God’s creation. The
Creation Care Team
will also host the April
Hospitality Sunday at which information
about the team and opportunities for
volunteering will be provided. Also, in the
spring or early summer the group plans to
collaborate with the nonprofit group,
TOUCH, to collect electronics to be recycled/
repaired. Stay tuned for these events!
ST. VINCENT de PAUL: St. Francis of Assisi
parishioners have strongly supported the
charitable work of St. Vincent de Paul
(SVdP) over the years
through fifth Sunday
collections and special
activities such as the
Thanksgiving baskets
donations, and collections
for McArthur Center
school supplies, gift cards
for youth at Christmas, and other initiatives.
SVdP through its advocacy arm—Voice of
the Poor—has locally initiated a low-cost
emergency loan program. The St. Francis
SVdP conference is planning on once again
supporting the Women Affirming Women
Respite program this summer and will begin
collecting boutique items in mid-March.
Details will appear in the bulletin.
RESTORED CITIZENS: The Columbus
Diocese has received funding from the
Catholic Foundation to undertake an
initiative to create awareness of barriers
facing individuals who are reentering
society following incarceration.
Social Justice Continued on Page 6
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Numerous barriers to jobs,
housing and education face
individuals hoping to restore their
lives. The diocesan initiative is
called: Accompanying Returning
Citizens with Hope (ARCH). A
short video has been produced and
speakers are available for events
such as Lenten Soup Suppers.
Beyond creating awareness the
Diocese hopes to encourage
parishioners to become involved in
prison mentoring and ministry
programs and to consider forming
support groups for families of
individuals who are incarcerated.
Wendy Tarr from the Diocese
Office will speak on this issue at
the March 29th Lenten Soup
Supper.
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St. Francis Parishioners Help SOAP
UP the Arnold
Parishioners Sandy Glaser
(pictured), Randy Smith,
and Judy Unger took part
in this year’s SOAP (Save
Our Adolescents from
Prostitution) event that
involved distributing to
local motels and hotels
small bars of soap with
labels containing the
national Human
Trafficking Hotline
number —1-888-3737888. This effort is a way of
alerting those being
trafficked that help is available.
Thanks Sandy, Randy, and Judy for your efforts.

Bishop Campbell to Speak on God’s Creation, Our
Common Home
This March, Bishop Frederick Campbell will
hold several sessions around the Columbus
Diocese to reflect on Pope Francis’
encyclical, Laudato Si—On Care for Our
Common Home. Bishop Campbell will
reflect on social, environmental and moral
issues facing all creatures of God. Included
will be a discussion of the opiate addiction
crisis.
The Bishop’s message will help families
explore, embrace, study, share, and act on
the true beauty and grandeur of God’s gift
to us. The two sessions scheduled for the
Columbus area include:



Tuesday, March 14, 7-9 P.M. at St. Peter
parish and
Thursday, March 16, 7-9 P.M. at Bishop
Ready High School.

These sessions are sponsored by the
Diocesan Pastoral Council and the Office for
Social Concerns.

