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St Francis of Assisi Capital Campaign Update and
Survey Report
The Office of Development and Planning for the
Catholic Diocese of Columbus truly appreciates
the courtesy and assistance extended
throughout last spring’s feasibility and planning
study at St. Francis of Assisi Parish. The
preparation, including the identifying prospects,
scheduling of appointments, mailing
information, and calling to follow-up were
handled smoothly and professionally. The
leadership of Father Valcin made this all
possible.

total of seventy-four (74) households
participated in the survey with forty–four (44)
of these participating in the personal interview
phase of the study as well.

The participants in the feasibility study
represented a cross-section of the St. Francis of
Assisi Church community. Respondents ranged
from newly registered parishioners to those
who have attended St. Francis of Assisi Church
for more than thirty-five years, and from
registered but inactive parishioners to those
who are very active in the life of the church. A

When questioned about whether or not our
parish should proceed with the capital
campaign, eighty-nine percent (89%) answered
favorably and clearly indicated they were in
agreement with the presented capital needs.

Properly evaluating the results of a study
process requires sound experience and a high
level of objectivity. This is the primary reason
the study was conducted by a “third party,”
namely the Diocesan Office of Development and
Planning.

Capital Campaign continued on Page 5

Dates for St. Francis of Assisi’s Annual
October Events Set
October is the month that our parish commemorates the birth of
our patron—St. Francis of Assisi. Accordingly several events are
planned including the following:
Tuesday,
October 3

The Transitus of St. Francis will be celebrated with a
Mass at 6 p.m. followed by a reception at 8 p.m in the
parish hall. This event is sponsored by the Secular
Franciscans and all are welcomed to attend.

Saturday,
October 7

The annual pet blessing will take place at 10 a.m.
Parishioners and neighborhood residents are invited
to bring their pets for a special blessing from Father
Fritz. Feel free to bring any animal. In the past worms,
rats, and horses have been blessed along with the
usual cats and dogs.
October continued on Page 5
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Ministry Focus: Liturgical Ministries
The Sunday church experience serves as a time
of renewal from the events of the previous week
and a source of fortification for the challenges
that will be faced in days ahead. The Eucharist
provides spiritual nourishment and Father’s
homilies provide guidance and reflection on
God’s word. But the laity who volunteer in the
liturgical ministries as crucifers, altar servers,
Eucharistic ministers, lectors, and greeters
enrich the Mass experience and provide the
“face” of the church community to worshippers.
Volunteers are always welcomed and needed for
the liturgical ministries. Here briefly is what
each ministry does:
Altar Server – Altar Servers assist the priest in
his functions during the Mass such as holding
the Roman Missal for Father and receiving the
gifts from the gift bearers. Both adults and
children are invited to this ministry.
Crucifer – Crucifers lead the liturgical
procession at the beginning of Mass and at the
end of the service.
Eucharistic Minister – Eucharistic Ministers
assist Father to distribute the Body and Blood
of Christ during communion at Mass.

Greeter – Greeters welcome all who come
to Mass and provide them with a worship
aid. They select people to carry the gifts,
pass the collection baskets, and hand out
church bulletins at the end of Mass.
Lector – Lectors proclaim the Word of God
at Mass. They also read announcements at
the beginning of Mass and the intentions
during Mass.
Perhaps after reading this you might want
to contact one of the people mentioned
below to join in providing a rich Sunday
worship experience at St. Francis of Assisi.
Our Mass Coordinators:
9 a.m.—Linda Wolfe
greywolfetracks@gmail.com
11 a.m.—Pat Cassidy
jpatrick@yahoo.com
Greeter Coordinator:
Andy Randel
andy402randel@yahoo.com

Left: Megan Murphy and
Andy Randel greet Jackie
and Dan Emch

Above: Dan O’Brien serves as Crucifer.
Right: His daughter, Gaetan assists
Father as an Altar Server

Above: Jarett Chirasfisi serves
as lector.
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Social Justice Update
SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP: St. Francis’ Social
Justice Group will meet Sunday evening,
October 15, from 6-8 p.m. in the parish hall to
discuss upcoming events of our various social
justice ministries and to obtain opinions of
members for future initiatives. As was true for
last year’s fall get together, the second portion
of the meeting will be devoted to the annual
BREAD house meeting. This is an opportunity
for participants to share their concerns and
opinions about the new issue on which BREAD
should focus for the upcoming year. Members of
all of St. Francis’ social justice ministries and any
other parishioner interested in social justice
work are urged to attend the meeting. Food will
be served.
Following are brief reports of recent and
planned activities of the our Social Justice
Ministries:
BREAD—St. Francis of Assisi is one of 39 faithbased institutions in Columbus that are
members of BREAD. This past year the BREAD
organization continued to work with Columbus
City officials to establish an ordinance that
requires construction companies applying for
city contracts to work with at least one
organization that provides employment services
to displaced and/or formerly incarcerated

individuals. The organization also worked
to expand the use of Restorative Justice
Circles; participated with eight other
organizations in One ID Columbus—an
effort to provide identification for
individuals lacking a driver’s license or
state ID; and promoted the Community
Initiative to Prevent Violence.

Upcoming Event: The BREAD Annual
Assembly will be held on November 13 at
7 p.m. at Christ the King Church. At that
time the issue to be focused on for the
upcoming year will be selected.

ST. VINCENT de PAUL/VOICE of the
POOR—The annual Voice of the Poor
Walk was held on September 16 at
Topiary Park in Columbus. Funds raised
from this event and our fifth Sunday
collections will continue to provide
support for organizations such as JOIN,
NNEMAP Pantry, St. Francis Center in
McArthur, Ohio and events such as the
Women Affirming Women Respite
Weekend.

Butch Goffos, Lynn Epperson, Mike O’Brien, Lorri
Kuczynski, Tom Scheid, and Lori Tocorzic at this
year’s Friends of the Poor walk in Topiary Park

Cora Harrison from BREAD meets with St. Francis’ BREAD
team—Phil Pennino, Gary Snyder and Pat Cassidy. Not
pictured—Karen Scheid

In addition, the St. Francis SVdP
Conference will, as funds permit, provide
support for the Vincentian Ohio Action
Social Justice continued on Page 4
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Network projects including the Restored Citizens
and Community for Change project, the Getting
Ahead in a Just Getting by World initiative aimed at
breaking the cycle of poverty, and the Voice of the
Poor Microloan Program that has been established
in Franklin, Licking, Delaware, and Ross counties.
This last program was started to provide
emergency loans to individuals who might
otherwise go to payday lenders for help. The VOP
loan program is conducted in conjunction with
local credit unions and it includes a financial
mentoring component for loan recipients who are
referred to the program through local SVdP
Conferences.
Several members of St. Francis’ SVdP Conference
took part in the beta training of the Columbus
Diocese’s ARCH (Accompanying Returning
Citizens with Hope) Program at St. Thomas More
Newman Center on Saturday, August 18th. The
ARCH program is a Columbus Diocese initiative to
encourage parishioners to become involved in
ministries aimed at currently incarcerated
individuals, recently incarcerated individuals, and
family members of those in prison. The workshop
stresses the Catholic Social Teachings that relate
to these efforts and points attendees to programs
needing volunteers.
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CREATION
CARE: The
Creation Care
Team met in
July and
discussed the
goal and
objectives for the group going forward.
They are as follows:
GOAL: To decrease St. Francis of
Assisi Parish’s carbon footprint
by instituting practices and
procedures to help our parish be
more energy efficient and by
encouraging parishioners to be
better stewards of the
environment.
Objective: Reduce our
contribution to the Columbus
landfill by composting food waste
and yard waste.
Possible Action: Purchase bins,
collaborate with fellow parishioners
and staff to develop workable
guidelines for compostable waste
disposal
Objective: Reduce use of plastic
bottles at church functions.
Possible Action: Purchase items for
providing filtered water for use at
church events, e.g., special water
fountain, church kitchen faucet filter
and/or water dispenser
Objective: Increase the efficiency
of the parish’s recycling efforts.

St. Francis parishioners Tom Scheid, John Coyne, Lorri
Kucyznski, and Andy Randel at the ARCH training. Not
pictured—Karen Scheid

Upcoming Events: Thanksgiving baskets
collection; Christmas giving tree for JOIN; regional
meeting re: predatory lending.

Possible Action: Encourage the
parish to enter into a single-stream
recycling contract
Objective: Assess the parish’s
capacity to increase energy
efficiency and reduce utility costs

Creation Care continued on Page 6
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Capital Campaign continued from Page 1

Respondents also communicated that while
they see the physical needs they also believe
the parish has other more spiritual needs as
well. These needs include: increasing
parishioner engagement beyond Sunday Mass
attendance, maintaining diversity and a
welcoming spirit while building community,
and increasing awareness and support of
social justice issues.
Parishioners also expressed concerns over the
decline of parishioners; the future of the
parish; members of the parish being on fixed
incomes; and the ability to raise the funds
needed for the capital campaign in three
years.
The Office of Development “believes that a
capital campaign for St. Francis of Assisi
Church, involving individuals and leaders
shepherded by Father Fritzner Valcin” could
raise $292,000, over a three-year period to

address the needs as currently presented in
the preliminary case statement for support.”
Father has decided to move forward with the
Capital Campaign Project with the assistance
of the Office of Development and Planning for
the Columbus Diocese. Over the next several
months they will be working with the parish
to prepare and plan for the campaign.
A full copy of the report will be made to the
parish for review.

October continued from Page 1

Sunday,
October 8

The Parish Potluck will once again be
held in the Parish Hall. Megan Murphy
is in charge of this event and she
provides the following information:
We will kick off the feast immediately
following the single 10:00 am Mass that
day. Chicken and beverages will be
provided. If able, please bring a dish to
share, but most importantly, just bring
yourselves. Those able to help with
preparations, donations or clean up
please contact Megan Murphy
mjmurphy1155@gmail.com 614-8326652 . Much appreciation in advance to
anyone willing to lend a hand!

Sunday,
October 29

Parishioners enjoying last year’s parish picnic
in the Parish Hall

Commitment Sunday will be held in the Parish Hall following both Masses.
Parishioners will have an opportunity to learn about our Parish’s various
ministries and to sign up to share their time and talents to those efforts.
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Creation Care Continued from Page 4

Possible Action: Join Interfaith Power
and Light Energy Steward program;
conduct an energy walkthrough
Objective: Educate parishioners in
the need to take better care of,
in Pope Francis’ words, our
Common Home—Earth.
Possible Action: Hold annual Mass and
hospitality event in recognition of
Earth Day; publish articles in the
church newsletter emphasizing the
spiritual, practical, and social justice
aspects of environmental stewardship;
sponsor an e-waste collection.
Upcoming Events:
The Creation Care Team will meet in early
November to discuss next steps for pursuing
the above objectives. Meeting time will be
announced in the bulletin.
For information about these ministries contact
the following:
•
•

•
•

Social Justice Group—Karen Scheid,
klscheid@gmail.com
St. Francis BREAD Team—Phil Pennino,
phil.pennino@gmail.com; Gary Snyder,
snyderg47@gmail.com; Pat Cassidy,
cassidy.jpatrick@yahoo.com
St. Vincent de Paul/Voice of the Poor—
Lorri Kuczynski, lorrik09@gmail.com
Creation Care—Karen Scheid,
klscheid@gmail.com

Have an idea for a
newsletter article?
Let us know!
klscheid@gmail.com
lorrik09@gmail.com

The Canticle of Creation
by St. Francis Assisi
O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God,
to you belong praise, glory,
honor and all blessing.
Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation
and especially for our Brother Sun,
who brings us the day and the light;
he is strong and shines magnificently.
O Lord, we think of you when we look at
him.
Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon,
and for the stars
which you have set shining and lovely
in the heavens.
Be praised, my Lord,
for our Brothers Wind and Air
and every kind of weather
by which you, Lord,
uphold life in all your creatures.
Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water,
who is very useful to us,
and humble and precious and pure.
Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire,
through whom you give us light in the
darkness:
he is bright and lively and strong.
Be praised, my Lord,
for Sister Earth, our Mother,
who nourishes us and sustains us,
bringing forth
fruits and vegetables of many kinds
and flowers of many colors.
Be praised, my Lord,
for those who forgive for love of you;
and for those
who bear sickness and weakness
in peace and patience
- you will grant them a crown.
Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death,
whom we must all face.
I praise and bless you, Lord,
and I give thanks to you,
and I will serve you in all humility.

