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Congratulations to St. Francis’  
First  Communicants 

St. Francis of Assisi parish is currently  
undergoing a feasibility study to ensure that 
the parish is able to financially support  the 
identified capital improvement needs of the 
church which include: performing 
maintenance on stain glass windows; 
repairing and reconditioning of  pews; 
refinishing the wood floors; removing the 
radiators and finishing the walls behind the 
units; and painting the interior of the 
church. The estimated cost for above items 
is $291,617.00.  
 
The feasibility study is being conducted by 
the Diocesan Office of Development and 
Planning.  About 30 individuals/families  
representing a cross section of parishioners 

are being interviewed by Diocesan staff. But 
all parish members will have an opportunity 
to provide input to the study by responding to 
a mail survey to be sent by the Diocese later 
this spring. Parishioners should be aware that 
all responses—interview and survey—are 
confidential.   
 
It is expected that the feasibility study report  
will be presented to Father Fritz in July. At 
that point  plans will be made as to how to 
proceed with the capital projects.  
 
 The parish is also conducting a survey, which 
is separate from the feasibility study. The  
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Capital Project Feasibility Study Being 
Conducted  by the Columbus Diocese 

On Sunday, May 7 
four of our parish's 
children made their 
First Communion 
during St. Francis’  11 
o’clock Mass.  We 
congratulate them, 
their families, and 
Therese Terndrup 
who heads up St. 
Francis’ Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd 
program.  

Pictured from left: Eyram Codjo-Seignon, Anthony Midedju, Allison Zigler, and 

Nora Rothrock 
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May Crowning 

Lilah Williams, daughter of April Williams, crowns Mary during this year’s May Crowning following the  

 9 o’clock Mass on May 7. Thanks to Jan Rosenfield for these photos. 

Seven Complete RCIA Program and Join Church 
this Easter Season 

Congratulations to Jarret and Erika Chirafisi, Bob Crawford, Stephanie Good, Gisele Guezo, Whitney 
Reed, and Clement Souvounou who completed their journey through the RCIA program and  
became full members of the Catholic Church this Easter season. Above are a few  memory photos 
taken by Kathy Dancey and Susan Kyanko of that journey. Go to page 3 to meet our new members! 
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Meet 2016-2017 RCIA Participants 

Erika Chirafisi is a Columbus native who moved back to town three years ago from 
Virginia. She works as an architectural designer and loves traveling, photography, 
sketching and being outdoors. She and her wonderful husband Jarret welcomed their 
first child Dominic into their family in March. She is excited to teach him about Swiss 
architecture and hopes he didn't inherit her eye-hand coordination. 

Jarret Chirafisi has lived in Columbus now for 3 years, and has been attending St. Francis 
for just over 1 year.  He came here to escape corporate drudgery, and works for a small 
firm that provides technologies for renewable fuels industry, among other things.  He 
shares his life with his amazing wife, Erika, his newborn son, Dominic, and his wife’s dog, 
Roscoe.  When Jarret isn’t working or spending time with his family, he enjoys cooking, 
hiking, traveling, talking about himself in the third person, and using oxford commas.  

Stephanie Good is from Lancaster Ohio and has been attending Mass at St Francis since 
September of 2016.  She and her fiancé are now parishioners and our planning to get 
married at St. Francis in September of 2018.  They truly love the community and have 
remarked that  everyone has been so nice and  welcoming. Stephanie  works at 
Nationwide Children's Hospital as an Imaging Infromatics Specialist . She is very 
passionate about horses and has been riding and showing horses all her life.  Her 
discipline of choice is Dressage. She and her fiancé Craig would just like to thank everyone 
for the unwavering support they received as Stephanie went through the RCIA. 

Bob Crawford began attending St. Francis a little over four years ago when Father Ron was 
pastor. He soon contacted Kathy Dancey to talk about his interest in the RCIA process. That 
was the beginning of a four-year journey that brought him to being confirmed at this year’s 
Easter Vigil. As he indicates, his initial involvement in RCIA was short lived.  Fr. Ron became 
his spiritual director and friend and walked with him through some of the hardest times in his 
career and marriage. Bob, as others, considered Fr. Ron’s homilies to be “Spirit-breathed.” 
Eventually Bob joined choir and recommitted to the RCIA process last fall. Bob says that those 
who walked this journey with him honored his decisions all along the way. He is grateful for all 
those who made this possible and for the love and community that is shared at St. Francis. 

Whitney Reed is from Lowell, Ohio. She moved to Columbus for both college and a job after 
graduation. Although Whitney was baptized Catholic and attended Mass all her life, she had not 
yet completed the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. She decided last September to 
take the plunge and join St. Francis' RCIA program. Whitney feels  blessed to have completed 
her journey with wonderful friends and cohorts and the guides to Catholicism at St. Francis. She 
can't wait to travel the world and share what she learned from this enriching experience! 

Clement Sounouvou  and his wife—Gisele Guezo—are from west Africa.  Clement has been living in 
Columbus for the past eight years, preceding his wife and three of his children who came to the U.S 
one year ago. (A fourth child was added to the family last month.)  
Almost two years ago, Clement hosted his cousin and his family who 
were visiting. Surprisingly, they asked him to take them to church on 
Sunday. Clement visited different churches with them until they ended 
up at St Francis of Assisi. He was inspired by its welcoming 
atmosphere and a priest who can speak French. Before he became 

Catholic, Clement saw himself just as his family’s driver. But instead of just waiting 
in the parking lot, he chose to attend services. However, it bothered Clement and 
later Gisele that when everybody in the church got up to receive communion, they 
had to remain seated because they had not made their First Communion. So Clement and Gisele were 
introduced to RCIA and they began an eight month journey resulting in the celebration of the sacrament of 
initiation. They have learned the faith, become familiar with the teachings of the church, developed a 
relationship with God and with one another, and have now are fully integrated into the church. They cannot 
wait to baptize their new baby Winelle!  They consider their  journey of faith to just be beginning.     
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Our St. Francis of Assisi Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, June 3, 2017, from 8:00 a.m. until 
3:00 p.m. It is 
held in 
conjunction with 
the Victorian 
Village yard sale 
and is a fun 
adventure with 
lots of folks 
coming and 
going. We will 
have numerous 
and sundry 
things for sale, 
basically a mish-
mash of 
wonderful items 
just waiting for a 
good home! 
 
There are volunteer opportunities available: sorting and setting up the items on tables, which 

will take place on Friday, June 2nd beginning at 10:00 a.m.; assisting customers in finding items, 

packaging their purchased items and, perhaps, helping them carry packages to their cars; and, 

after closing at 3:00 p.m., packing up the leftovers and preparing them for the charity truck that 

will pick them up. To volunteer, or if you have any questions, please call or text Marti Damm at 

614-804-7217. 

(NOTE: Following Masses on June 4, parishioners will have a chance to shop for leftovers until 1 p.m.) 

St. Francis Yard Sale Set for June 3rd 
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intent of the survey is to find out what 
parish members enjoy about the parish 
and how the parish could improve.  
 
The information gained from this 
survey will be used to update the parish 
strategic plans. This survey may be 
returned to the parish office by placing 
it in the Sunday collection. 
 
June 9th is the deadline to return mailed 

feasibility study surveys to the Diocese 

office and also to submit parish surveys 

to the church office. 

Caring for the 

Church 

Grounds 
 

We all appreciate the 

flowers that greet us 

as we enter our 

church  every week. 

But maintaining  a 

beautiful, welcoming  

churchyard takes a lot 

of work. Thanks to our 

volunteer gardeners 

who  participate in 

this ministry. Want to 

help? Contact Frank 

Conway at 

Bill Keller tills the soil in 

the Parish garden 



 

Over the past few months St. Francis 
parishioners have demonstrated their 
concern for the well being of others and 
the community at large by: 
 
• assisting a family identified by St. 

Francis’ St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference to obtain a bed, other 
household items, and clothing; 

• attending a Creation Care Hospitality 
event following Masses on April 23 to 
learn more about St. Francis’ Creation 
Care Team and ways to care for our 
common home—Earth; 

• participating in the Annual Bread 
Nehemiah Assembly on May 1. Below 
is a summary of the key commitments 
that were made at the Assembly. 

Outreach Activities Dominate St. Francis’ Spring 
Social Justice Activities 
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BREAD Annual Assembly Outcomes 
 
On May 1 St. Francis’ BREAD contingent joined those 
from approximately 40 other houses of worship in 
Columbus to be updated on the progress that has 
been made on BREAD recent initiatives. Specifically 
 
• City Council member and St. Francis of Assisi 

parishioner Mike Stinziano pledged to draft 
legislation to establish One ID Columbus—an 
identification card that could be obtained by 
individuals who do not have driver’s licenses; 

 
• City Councilwoman Brown pledged to continue to draft legislation that would create  a system 

to encourage city contractors to hire more formerly incarcerated individuals; 
 
• Judge Elizabeth Gill agreed to seek ways to increase the effectiveness of the Restorative Justice 

program; 
 
• Columbus School Superintendent Good indicated that he would travel to Pittsburgh with 

BREAD leaders to observe the Restorative Justice program in that city’s school system; 
 
• Judge McIntosh indicated that he will support the collaborative effort lead by the Department 

of Public Safety to reduce gun and gang violence; 
 
• OSU Vice Provost Stephen Myers agreed to work with BREAD to strengthen neighborhoods, to 

decrease food insecurity, and to promote the procurement of goods and services from small, 
disadvantaged, woman-owned, and veteran owned businesses and vendors. 

Parishioners Gary Snyder, Frank Conway, Will Brenner, and 

Michael Loutzenhiser unload mattress for family in need.. St. Francis 

of Assisi St. Vincent de Paul President Lorri Kuczynski supervises. 
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Spring Activities at St. Francis 
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